
Washington School 

4835 Michigan Ave. 

Schiller Park, IL 60176 

847-671-1922 

http://washington.sd81.org/ 

Dear Washington School Families, 

     As we move into our third month of school, we are starting to see many accomplish-

ments from our students.  We are seeing growth in reading and math, especially for the 

students who are in interventions.  Please take time with your child each evening to re-

view their homework or read with them.  Your support and encouragement goes a long 

way! 

     It is exciting to see a majority of our students participating in our after school pro-

grams.  We encourage all students to participate in these programs.  We offer the follow-

ing after school programs to our students: 

 After School Activities-Mondays and Thursdays from 3:00-4:00 

 Chorus-Tuesdays from 3:00-4:00 

 Electrifying Eagles Homework Club-Tuesdays from 3:00-4:00 

If you have any questions, or want to sign your child up for one of these activities, please 

call the office 847-671-1922. 

     I am proud of all the accomplishments of our students and I am looking forward to a 

great year at Washington School! 

    Sincerely, 

    Kristin A. Kopta 

    Principal 

      

The Washington Post 

Music Notes 

The 4th grade students have been learning about American Patriotic music and the sto-

ries behind famous songs like America the Beautiful  and the Star Spangled Banner. 

Each student is writing an original patriotic poem about their favorite country and set-

ting it to music using Garage Band. 

 

The 5th grade students are learning about musical form and the parts of a song.  Each 

student is using Garage Band to create an audio recording, which also displays pictures 

to go along with the music.  The students are using science vocabulary words to mark the  

introduction, verse, chorus, and ending of their songs. 
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November 9  
   NO SCHOOL-Teacher Institute 

November 11 @ 1:00 
   Veteran’s Day Assembly 

November 12 @ 7:00PM 
   Chorus Concert at Lincoln  

November 13 
   End of Trimester  

November 16-20 
   Conference Week (no school Friday) 

December 5 10:00-1:00 
   Holiday Bazaar 

November 23-27 
   No School 

December 10 @ 7:00PM 
   Winter Band Concert  @ Lincoln  

December 18 @ 9:00AM 
    Winter Celebration 

December 21-January 3 
   Winter Break-No School 

January 18 
   No School-MLK Day 

January 22 @ 5:30-8:00PM 
   School Fun Fair! 

IMPORTANT 

DATES: 

Principal’s Place 



Science…. 

The 5th grade geologies were on fire 

during Cycle 1!  Our young geologists  

studied plate tectonics and the effects 

of our ever moving earth.  Students 

used using hands-on experiments to 

have a better understanding of these 

earth shattering concepts. 

 

Through integrating science, music,  

and art, students made volcanoes with 

Mrs. Lagerstadt and used Garage 

Band with Ms. Mullarney  to set mu-

sic to the Earth’s moving plates. 

For the conclusion of this unit, the 

students went on a photo scavenger 

hunt at Starved Rock State Park in 

Utica, Illinois.      

 

Social Studies…. 

The 5th graders are knee deep in con-

flict.   The Social Studies Team is ex-

ploring the effects of the Civil War, 

World War I, World War II, and re-

cent conflicts.  Students are learning 

through leveled texts, live simula-

tions, documentaries, and podcasts.  

Students will write response journals, 

create art using Comic Life, partici-

pate in meaningful discussions with 

each other, and visit Cantigny Park 

and Museum.   

 

Please ask your students about their 

experiences on these field trips! 

 

3. Cover coughs and   

sneezes with their el-

bow, arm, or sleeve 

when a tissue is not 

available. 

 

Healthy eating and 

plenty of sleep 

at night also 

helps keep your 

child healthy.   

During this cold and flu season, 

we all need to do our part to en-

sure the health and safety of our 

students and faculty.  I encourage 

you to stress the importance of 

these health tips with your child: 

1. Wash hands often with soap 

& water. 

2. Do not share personal items 

like drinks, food, or un-

washed utensils.  

We are asking that if your child is 

sick, to keep them home until they are 

fever free (without using fever reduc-

ing drugs) for at least 24 hours. 

 

For further questions, please refer to 

www.flu.gov  

or call 

 1-800-CDC-INFO. 

Fifth Grade Science & Social Studies 

Tips for Staying Healthy 

Remind your child to wash 

their hands often! 

Students begin each P.E. class with a 

daily exercise and running warm-up.  

Students will increase their daily run-

ning minutes every week as their fit-

ness improves. 

 

Please remember that fitness is just 

as important outside of P.E. class, so 

always encourage your child to stay 

active on most days of the week at 

home to help him or her achieve a 

healthy level of fitness.  Please visit 

the Home Fit-

ness section of 

Ms. Dunn’s web-

site for ideas in 

staying active at 

home. 

 

 

Students are currently finishing up 

their football unit, and will soon begin 

a soccer unit in Physical Education.  

During the soccer unit, students will 

learn many different skills including 

dribbling, kicking, trapping, passing, 

and game playing.  Teamwork will 

also be a focus. 

Eagle Athletics www.wix.com/mondunn/ms-dunn-pe-websitewebsite 

Volume 1, Issue 1 Page 2 



  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Artwork by: Daisy 5th Grade 

4th grade began the school year in the 

art room by creating Postcards dis-

playing what they did over the sum-

mer.  Student learned how postcards 

show eye-catching pictures with a 

brief description to help viewers un-

derstand what was being shown.  Stu-

dents also began learning about the 

basic vocabulary of visual art “the art 

elements”.  The students are currently 

working on tempra painting tech-

niques, spatial placement, and size 

changes of objects within landscapes, 

while incorporating social studies 

terms about landforms.   

 

5th grade began the year studying 

American artist Grant Wood’s paint-

ing “American Gothic”.  They learned 

about who the people are in the pic-

ture and who they are representing, 

and what the title means.   

Students studied about life during the 

time of this painting (1930).  The stu-

dent assignment was to give the 

painting a more modern look by add-

ing their own touch to a copy of the 

original.  Currently, the students are 

creating a mini book about the art 

elements 

 

All students heard a brief history of 

the author/illustrator Maurice San-

deck and watched the original 6 min-

ute cartoon of the book version 

“Where the Wild Things Are”.  Basic 

drawing of figures using ovals and 

lines for creating texture were demon-

strated.  The entire school will see the 

movie Where the Wild Thing Are on 

November 6th! 

  

. 

Eagle Artists 

Holiday Bazaar  
Saturday, December 5th  

10:00-1:00 

Santaõs Secret Shop 

Games 

Food 

Professional Family Photos with Santa 
by Aldo Risolvo Photography 

FUN! 

Washington 

School 

4835 Michigan 

Ave. 

Schiller Park, IL 

Come join us for  

holiday fun! 



Science….. 

Students are discovering animal char-

acteristics and traits for classification.  

Students have been learning about 

the qualities that make animals part 

of a group.  They will further their 

knowledge by identifying adaptations 

which effect the relationship with 

other living things.  As a conclusion of 

this unit, students applied their 

knowledge on a Lincoln Park Zoo field 

trip.   

 

During the visit, students acted as 

zoologists, observing animals in their 

different environments.  

Social Studies….. 

 Our fourth grade students have been 

learning about the Revolutionary 

War.  Students are applying their in-

formation in a project using Photo 

Booth.  Students will travel back in 

time to share their experience in a 

simulation of a person who was af-

fected by the Revolutionary War. 

 

alistic fiction focusing on the story 

elements of fictional text like the in-

troduction, rising action, climax, fal-

ling action and resolution.  Students 

also determined the theme and the 

type of conflict in the story.  

 In Cycle 2, we will be study-

ing non-fiction text focusing on text 

features and structure.  We will focus 

on the strategies of summarizing, se-

quencing, cause and effect and deter-

mining main idea and detail.  Ask 

your child about the special features 

Students have been reading 

and taking Accelerated Reader tests 

to earn points in order to read with 

Ms. Kopta’s dogs, Frank & Iggy.  Each 

time students read, take a test and 

earn 80% and above, they receive a 

brick which we place on the walls 

around school.  Your child should 

be reading every night.  You can 

read with your child or have your 

child read to you in any language to 

ensure student success. 

In the first cycle, we read re-

of non-fiction text. 

     The Reading Room teachers kicked 

off a service-learning project with a 

program entitled Pennies for Peace.  

Students are bringing in pennies to 

help build schools in poor countries 

that are unable to provide the re-

sources necessary for learning.  

Schools across the USA and around 

the world are supporting this worth-

while cause. If you would like more 

information about our project , please 

visit www.gregmortenson.com and 

look for the link to Pennies for Peace. 

Fourth Grade Science & Social Studies 

Successful Reading At Washington School! 

with parents and to give them the 

opportunity to spend time with their 

child.  On Tuesday, November 3, a few 

students and teachers will be volun-

teering at a soup kitchen where we 

will make dinner for over fifty people.  

Throughout the year we sign up par-

ents in our 2-hour power volunteer 

program, where parents pledge two 

hours out of the year to serve at 

Washington School doing various ac-

tivities.  Community Outreach is 

striving to make this 2009 – 2010 

school year one that will create a 

greater alliance with our parents and 

broader community.  If you would like 

to get involved, please contact your 

child’s teacher. 

The main focus of Community Out-

reach is to create a more active bond 

between Washington School and the 

Schiller Park community, as well as to 

find ways we can serve each other.  

We launched our first event of the 

year; Sports Night, on Thursday, Oc-

tober 1st.  Sports Night is a monthly 

event that Community Outreach fa-

cilitates.     Around twenty parents 

and students participated in competi-

tive relay games.  Through this event 

we hope to build a better relationship 

Washington School Community Outreach  
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