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5th Grade Visual Art 

 Essentials 
Question 

Content Skills Assessment Resources 

Se
pt

em
be

r 

What are the Art 
room procedures, and 
norms? 
 
What is Visual Art? 
The arts have a past? 
The arts can be 
connected to other 
areas of school? 
 
 
 
What are the four 
Fine Arts? 
 
 
 
What are the 
Elements and   
Principles of Art? 
 
 
What are the basic 
terms used to look at 
and create artwork? 

Classroom Norms, 
tour of room. 
 
 
LOOKING/SEEING 
Realize the arts have 
a history 
Understand the arts 
blend in with many 
areas of other 
disciplines. 
 
The four Fine arts are 
Dance, Drama, 
Music and Visual 
Art. 
 
Visual Art Elements 
are individual parts 
and Principles are 
elements working 
together. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
List activities for each 
types of art.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Creating a book 
describing the terms of 
Elements and 
Principles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Group: Venn Diagram 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Completion of Book. 
 
Quiz – able to draw 
examples of elements. 
 
Quiz – definition of 
terms 

BrainPop: 
www.brainpop.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Brain storm 
Show examples of 
historical art works. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Video – DVD-Wilton Art 
Appreciation Program – 
Elements of Art 
 
Powerpoint 
 
Posters of examples and 
definitions 
 
Variety of famous artwork 
to use as discussion of how 
the artist used the elements 
 



 
 

O
ct

ob
er

 
How do you blend 
colored pencils, 
pastels and oil 
pastels? 
 
What are the 
differences between 
the three art 
mediums? 
 
What is a portrait? 
How can we capture 
the moods of 
people? 
 
What is a still life? 

Explore the different 
application of 
colored pencils (soft, 
hard, blending, 
gradation), pastels on 
light and dark paper, 
oil pastels (same as 
above) 
 
 
Discuss facial 
porportions. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make a self portrait. 
 
 
 
 
 
Draw a still life that is 
ser up in the art room. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
Rubric 

Colored pencils 
Demonstration 
 
 
 
 
 
Brain Pop – Art concepts 
Portraits 
 
Show examples of 
Rembrant, Van gogh 
 
 
 
 
Cezanne examples 

N
ov

em
be
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What are the 
painting techniques 
for watercolor 
paint? 
 
How do you mix 
tempra paint? 
 
What is the 
difference between 
watercolor and 
tempra paint? 
 
 
What is a landscape? 
How do create a 
sense of space. 
 
What is a cityscape? 
 

Learn wet on wet; 
wet on dry and 
gradation and wash 
techniques. 
 
Learn to mix tint and 
shades. 
 
One is more 
transparent. 
 
 
 
 
Landscape is a 
picture with land. 
Learn about 
foreground, middle 
ground and 
background, 

Create one picture of 
each: a landscape, 
cityscape and seascape 
in their choice of art 
mediums. At least one 
in tempra and one in 
watercolor paint. 
 
Show an understanding 
of how space is 
depicted in an artwork, 
Show a variety of 
watercolor techniques.  
Demonstrate a 
knowledge of mixing 
colors. 

Rubrics 
Was there an 
understanding on how 
to create the illusion of 
space. 
Were techniques of 
watercolor paint and 
tempra color mixing 
used? 

Demonstrate all of the 
various painting 
techniques. 
 
View large reproductions 
of a variety of artists 
showing landscapes, 
seascapes and cityscapes. 
 
Watercolor paper 
Brushes 
Tempra paint 
Water containers. 



What is a seascape? 
 
 
 
 

overlapping, size 
changes and color 
variations 
Cityscape is a picture 
of a city. 
Seascape is a picture 
with water. 

D
ec
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How can we edit a 
photograph using 
the computer? 
 
 
 

 
1st experience of 
photo booth 
2nd take a photo of 
self and manipulate it 
using an editing 
program. 
 
Use a digital camera 
and learn ways of 
getting pictures. 
 
Learn a variety of 
editing software. 
 

Create a magazine 
cover with inserting 
photo and clip art. 
 
Discussing color 
combinations and 
Fonts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo booth - have fun. 
 
Rubrics 

Brain Pop – Art Concepts 
– Camera 
 
Photobooth 
 
Sumo paint 
 
Phototshop Elements. 
 
Previous student examples. 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

 
How do you make a 
hand build clay 
project? 
 
What is a kiln? 
 
How do the clay 
projects turn hard in 
the kiln? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pinch pot, coil and 
slab techniques. 
 
Using additive and 
subtractive 
processes. 
 
Creating textures on 
clay. 
 
Using the score and 
slip method to attach 
pieces to each other. 
 
A kiln fires (bakes) 
the clay.  

 
Create a clay project 
using a combination of 
hand building 
techniques. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Completed, colorful 
artwork. Class critique 
and teacher 
observation 
 
Show and 
understanding of how 
glazes are used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Video, Keynote 
presentation, viewing large 
reproduction, Teacher tube, 
demonstration. 
 
Clay tools, glazes, kiln 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
What is glaze? 
 
Why do we glaze our 
projects? 
 
What are ideas to do 
with beads. 
Beadwork 
 
 
 

Evaporating the 
water inside the clay. 
 
Describe what is 
glaze and why we 
use it. 
 
 
Consider art 
elements of color and 
shapes 

 
 
 
Use glaze to glaze clay 
project. 
 
 
 
 
Create either a 
bookmark or keychain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Completed project – 
pattern in project 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beads, elastic thread, clips 
and string 

Fe
br

ua
ry

 

What is 
printmaking? 
 
What things are made 
by using printmaking 
techniques. 
 
What are the tools 
used for carving into 
soft linoleum? 
 
Why do I need to 
learn to sew? 
 
How to thread a 
needle? 
 
How to tie a knot at 
the end of the thread? 
 
What are two basic 
sewing stitches? 
 
What is the 
difference between 
thread, embroidery 

Different forms of 
printmaking. 
 
Vocabulary; relief, 
linoleum, nibs, prints 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Define difference 
between types of 
sewing threads. 
 
Demo different ways 
to tie knots in thread. 
 
Learn different 
stitches. 

Create a relief print 
from soft rubber - 
stamp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sew a pillow or bean -
bag. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Demonstrate two 
stitches. 

Rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Completion of a 
sewing project. 
 
Rubrics 

Demonstration,  MC 
Escher and Durer samples 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keynote 
Presentation. 
 
Instruction 
posters 
 
Sample 
finished 
projects. 
 



thread, and yarn? 

M
ar

ch
 

 
What is a sculpture? 
What is 3-D? 
What materials can 
be used to make a 
sculpture? 
 
What are the best 
ways to attach items 
together?  
 
How do you make a 
plaster and wire 
figure? 
 
How do you make 
paper sculptures? 
 
What is 
Architecture? 
 
What is perspective? 
 
How to draw using 
one point perspective 
 
 

 
Sculptures can be 3-
D and a relief. 
 
Sculptures can be 
made from almost 
any material. 
 
How to use tacky 
glue and its 
characteristics. 
 
 
 
 
Create a unique 3-D 
building using paper. 
 
 
 
 
Learn to draw a 
simple town using 
one point 
perspective. 

Create a 3-D (standing) 
sculpture. 
 

A finished stand 
project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finished, town with 
several buildings and 
details. 

Brain Pop – Art Concepts 
– Sculpture 
 
Show Calders Artwork 
 
Show Power-point of 
sculptures throughout 
Chicago. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Construction paper, 
scissors, glue sticks 
 
 
 
 
 
Step by step 
demonstration. Paper, 
pencil, rulers 

A
pr
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What is Surrealism? 
Who are Salvador 
Dali and Marc 
Chagall? 
 
What is Primative 
art?  Who is Henri 
Rousseu? 
 

Understand 
Surrealism is a 
dream-like image.  
Learn Dali and 
Chagall are artists of 
this style. 
Primative art is 
considered when an 
artist dos not have 
any formal art 

Create a surrealistic 
style of artwork in 
similar fashion to Dali 
and Chagall. 
 
 
Create a jungle scene 
similar to Rousseau 
style. 
 

Rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
Rubric 
 
 
 

BrainPop – Art Concepts – 
Surrealism 
 
Show examples of each 
works. 
Video on surrealism 
Video and keynote 
presentation on Rousseu. 
 
 



 
 

A
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il 

 
What is Surrealism? 
Who are Salvador 
Dali and Marc 
Chagall? 
 
What is Primative 
art?  Who is Henri 
Rousseu? 
 
 
 
Advertising what is 
it, and why do we see 
 it? 
 
 
 
 
 

Understand 
Surrealism is a 
dream-like image.  
Learn Dali and 
Chagall are artists of 
this style. 
Primative art is 
considered when an 
artist dos not have 
any formal art 
training. 
 
Consumer awareness 
of products and 
services. 

Create a surrealistic 
style of artwork in 
similar fashion to Dali 
and Chagall. 
 
 
Create a jungle scene 
similar to Rousseau 
style. 
 
 
 
Create an 
advertisement of a 
product or service. 
 

Rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
Rubric 
 
 
 
 
 
Rubric 

BrainPop – Art Concepts – 
Surrealism 
 
Show examples of each 
works. 
Video on surrealism 
Video and keynote 
presentation on Rousseu. 
 
 
 
 
Discussion, and examples 

M
ay

 

What is T.eaching 
A.rtistic B.ehavior? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is Open 
Studio? 
 
What does an Art 
Show entail? 
 

Acting like an artist 
and creating your 
own artwork.  Using 
materials and subject 
mater you want to 
create a finished 
piece of art. 
 
Open studio is the 
ability to choose 
whatever art material 
you would like to 
express yourself. 

Using skills from 
previous months 
lessons.   
 
Be able to make your 
own decisions about 
your work. 

Complete a Discussion 
guide (answer 
questions about your 
art work). 

 

Ju
ne
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